SkyWarn Event Script

NOTICE TO NET CONTROL STATIONS - ID EVERY TEN MINUTES ON THE 9s WHILE NET IS IN SESSION. YOU ARE THE ​CONTROL OPERATOR FOR THE NET. 
Advise that the net is in session every 10-15 minutes, reportable criteria every 20.

NO RAG CHEWING WILL BE TOLERATED.
CQ the MARION COUNTY SKYWARN NET (ONLY ONCE)
This is _________________over the ________________ Repeater. My name is _________________ and I will be your net control for this session. 
The purpose of this net is to provide severe weather information to the National Weather Service and the Marion County Sheriff’s Office Division of Emergency Management.  This is a directed net.  Please follow the check-in instructions:
DO WE HAVE ANY REPORTABLE INFORMATION AT THIS TIME? 

1. When checking into the net, give your name, call sign, your location, and your weather only if the weather presently observed is meeting the severe weather criteria. Please indicate it upon checking in. 
2. If no severe weather is observed, please state so. After you are acknowledged, please proceed with the report.
3. No rag chewing. 
4. If you must leave the net for any reason, please notify net control, this is a safety precaution.
5. The following is reportable:

1. Tornadoes 

2. Funnel Clouds 

3. Wall Clouds 

4. Persistent rotation in clouds 

5. Hail 1 inch or larger 

6. One tree uprooted or downed 

7. More than 1 large limb downed 
8. One inch or more of rain in 1 hour (measured)
I will now take check-in for the Marion County SkyWarn Net.
<It is suggested during and event to take check-ins by quadrant then outside of the county>

AFTER CHECK-INS: This is _________________ net control.
<Net controller, review reportable criteria>
<Repeat at regular intervals until the severe weather event has passed>

Closing Net
Thank you for your participation. This net is now closed and the repeater is returned to normal use.  

This is ___________ CLEAR.
Weather Reporting for Marion County and General Information for announcements. 
For information on the Skywarn program and training materials, go to the web site for the National Weather Service at Jacksonville, FL.  The site for SkyWarn is http://www.srh.noaa.gov/jax/skywarn.shtml  you can register at the above site to be a ham radio Skywarn spotter.  
Watch versus Warning

Watch:
A NWS product which specifies locations in which conditions are favorable for hazardous (i.e. severe weather, winter storm, etc.) to develop.  A watch is a recommendation for planning, preparation, and increased awareness.  Watches typically cover periods of 6 to 12 hours for many counties.  Watches are issued for tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, floods, flash floods, winter storms, and high wind.

Warning: 
A NWS product indicates that a particular weather hazard is either imminent or has been reported.  A warning indicates the need to take action to protect life and property.  The type of hazard may be a tornado, severe thunderstorm, flood, or flash flood.  Warnings typically cover periods of an hour or less for only one county.   Warnings are issued for tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, floods, flash floods, winter storms, and high wind.
Weather Information to Report
Please report any of the following events the National Weather Service at Jacksonville by calling 1-800-499-1594.  Also, make a report to the Marion County Office of Emergency Management at 352-369-8100.
Significant or severe weather:
Definitions & Estimates

A thunderstorm is defined as severe if it produces:

· A Tornado 

· Hail the size of a dime or larger
· Wind Gusts 58 MPH or higher. 

If possible report anything approaching the criteria above before the thunderstorm reaches these severe values.
Speed (MPH)     Effects
39-54..................Small limbs break off trees
55-72..................Downs shallow-rooted trees
73-112................Minor structural damage
                            Trailers overturned
113+...................Major structural damage
                            Trailers destroyed

When making a report, include the following information:
1. Your name 
2. Location and time of event 

3. What you saw\damage witnessed
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